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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS

At Mile High Early Learning, we continue to adapt our programs and scope of services to meet 
the changing needs of our community. Our children, families, caregivers, and teachers remain 
the focus of our work, as demonstrated by a few of our achievements from 2019-2020. 

•	 Our Early Head Start (EHS) and Babies Ready for College programs are fully implemented 
at The Zone for Inclusive Learning at Z Place — a unique collaborative that provides early 
care and education to children and serves as a training site for Family, Friend, and Neighbor 
caregivers, parents, and educators. Our partners are Sewall Child Development, Denver 
Public Schools, University of Colorado Denver (UCD), University of Denver, and BuildStrong 
Education. EHS classrooms opened in January 2020 and serve 28 children ages birth to 3. 

•	 MHEL embraces its role as a leader in professional learning for early educators.  
We launched our Inclusive Practices in Early Childhood — an 8-credit (120 hour) training 
credential offered in partnership with UCD that provides early educators with foundational 
knowledge to successfully work with children with challenging behaviors and special needs. 
The first cohort in the summer of 2019 had 18 participants who reported improved skills in 
behavior management, supports for challenging behavior, and language development.

•	 When the pandemic hit in 2020, we were able to identify the immediate needs of 
our families and moved quickly to launch Nourishing Our Community — providing 
food, financial assistance, and educational resources to support children’s health and 
well-being and continued learning at home. Our in-person early care and education 
programs were suspended for two months, and MHEL pivoted to a new way of delivering 
services — providing remote learning opportunities to engage children such as circle time on 
Zoom and in YouTube videos packed with fun activities and teachers reading favorite books. 

Our guiding principles from 2020 will continue to guide our work into the future: 

•	 Keeping our community — our children, families, and staff — healthy and safe

•	 Providing quality services for children and families who are farthest from resources. 

•	 Exploring ways to enhance and adapt our services to support children and families.

•	 Bringing an equity lens to our work to understand our impact on the communities we serve. 

We are humbled and inspired by the continued support of our friends, partners, and 
supporters who are an integral part of the Mile High Early Learning community. Because of 
you, we can serve more children and families and enhance our professional learning offerings 
to meet the needs of our workforce — all while focusing on our mission and supporting our 
families during the most difficult of times. We are extremely grateful. 

Cindy Abramson	 Pamela Harris, PhD
Board of Directors Chair	 President & CEO
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PROGRAM PROFILE 2019-2020  
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVED

Children Served 

28% of children in Denver eligible for Head 
Start/Early Head Start were served
100% — average monthly enrollment of Head 
Start/Early Head Start children
557 infants, toddlers, and preschoolers in our 
early learning centers
Early Head Start/Child Care Partnerships—
Ability Connection Colorado, Denver’s Early 
Childhood Council, Hope Center, New Legacy 
Charter School, Sewall Child Development, 
Sunshine Academy, Little Folks Learning Center

Family Income

91% of families were living at or below the 
federal poverty level ($26,200 for a family of 
four) and 53 families experienced homelessness
68% of the families were one-parent households
100% of children’s parents/guardians were 
working or attending school

Ethnicity 

47% Hispanic
31% African American 
11% European American 
9% Multi-racial 
1% Asian American/ Pacific Islander/Hawaiian 
1% Native American
MHEL families come from 18 different countries 
and speak over 30 different languages;  
37% speak a primary language other than English.

Babies Ready for College 

521 Family, Friend and Neighbor caregivers, 
parents and children participated in Babies 
Ready for College, Babies Ready for College: 
Next Step, Play and Learn Groups, and/or Short 
& Sweet Book Clubs

Drop-In Centers

MHEL Centers serving clients doing business 
with the Denver Courts and Department of 
Human Services had a combined total of  
3,829 child visits.
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Mile High Early Learning operated seven early 
learning centers, two drop-in centers, and 
community education programs in 2019-2020.  
 
EARLY LEARNING CENTERS
	1	 Anna Jo Garcia Haynes, 2851 Tremont Place
	2	 Lowry Montessori, 957 Ulster Way
	3	 Northeast, 3503 Marion Street
	4	 Rude Park, 1275 Decatur Street
	5	 Sun Valley, 990 Alcott Way
	6	 Westwood, 980 S. Lowell Blvd.
	7	 SWIC, 1000 S. Lowell Blvd.
DROP-IN LOCATIONS
	8	 Denver Warm Welcome Court Child Care
		  Drop-in Center, 520 W. Colfax Ave.
	9	 Good Beginnings Drop-in Center,
		  1200 Federal Blvd.



PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS  
2019-2020

Child Outcomes

•	 86% of children met or exceeded the widely 
held expectations for social/emotional 
development as measured by Teaching 
Strategies GOLD, the assessment system 
for children 6 weeks to 5 years used to 
measure children’s readiness for school. 90% 
met or exceeded expectations for physical 
development and 87% met or exceeded 
expectations for cognitive development. 

•	 100% of children received early intervention 
learning screenings; and 56 children were 
identified as having special needs and 
received services through IEPs or IFSPs.

•	 100% of children had a medical home 
and health insurance and were current on 
immunizations and physicals

•	 90% of children had continuous, accessible 
dental care; 82% received preventive care

Family Outcomes 

•	 96% of families found the program helpful to 
their children and appreciate the method of 
teaching

•	 92% know how to be involved in and support 
their child’s education

•	 58% of families participated in parenting 
education programs

•	 35% of parents received health education
•	 20% of families participated in GED/ESL/Job 

Training

Parents

•	 197 parents volunteered in their children’s 
classrooms, logging 3,605 hours of reading

•	 99% of parents felt welcomed at school
•	 97% report that classrooms are clean and safe
•	 94% found their children’s teachers accessible 
•	 97% of parents found the resources provided 

to families to be supportive
•	 98% of families think that monthly parent 

meetings are helpful and meaningful
•	 94% would recommend MHEL to others

Workforce Development

Staff education achievements:
•	 3 teachers with MA degrees
•	 33 teachers with BA/BS degrees
•	 10 teachers with AA degrees
•	 22 teachers have earned the Child 

Development Associate credential
•	 25 teachers earned the Inclusive Practices in 

Early Childhood credential
•	 Mile High Early Learning provided its 

nationally recognized workforce development 
opportunities to more than 100 early  
learning professionals through its Professional 
Learning Center.

Our teachers continue to receive:
•	 90+ professional development hours
•	 30+ hours of intensive coaching
•	 Financial support to pursue early childhood 

degrees

Program Outcomes

•	 All early learning centers are rated a level  
4 on Colorado Shines, the Quality Rating and 
Improvement System, in recognition of the 
high quality of programming provided. MHEL 
uses the Classroom Assessment Scoring 
System (CLASS) to measure the quality of 
teacher interactions with children. The quality 
of teacher/child interactions showed growth 
in all domains: Emotional Support, Classroom 
Organization, and Instructional Support.

•	 Mile High Early Learning completed the full 
cycle of monitoring events under the Office of 
Head Start’s aligned monitoring system for the 
current project period for Head Start and Early 
Head Start. The program was found to have 
no deficiencies and, at the time of the final 
review, all areas were compliant.
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FINANCIAL PROFILE: FY 2019-2020
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MHEL Revenue 
Income from continuing operations: $12,694,927
Net income: $1,107,969

Mile High Early Learning’s 2019-20 
financial audit received an unmodified 
clean opinion, noting no material 
weaknesses, non-compliance, or 
findings. 2019-2020 budget available 
upon request.

MHEL Expenses 
$11,586,958

• Fundraising 
$191,585
1%

• Management/General
$1,555,231
14%

• Program Services 
$9,840,142
85%

• Early Head Start
$2,798,852
22% 

• Denver Dept. of Human Services 
$2,116,446
17%

• Head Start
$1,866,912

	 15% 

15-22%
level

•	Investments/Other 
$176,060 

•	Court Child Care 
$171,365

•	Good Beginnings
$169,183

•	Misc.
$137,450

•	Denver Public Schools/SWIC 
$115,200 

•	Events
$101,692 

•	Contributions (Donations)
$93,627

•	Depts of Human Services 
$85,763

•	Tony Grampsas Youth Services 
	 $38,124

1% 
 level

5-6%
level

•	Foundations  
and Grants
$812,273

•	CO Preschool Program
$721,795

•	ECARE
$704,114

•	In-kind
$631,878

•	Denver Preschool Program 
$539,142

•	Rocky Mountain SER
$497,000

• ECE Fees
$380,634

• Mile High United Way
$315,000

• Federal Food Program
$222,417

2-3%
level



2019-2020 DONORS & VOLUNTEERS 

We gratefully acknowledge 
the following companies, 
civic groups, foundations and 
individuals for giving their 
resources so generously.

Donors

Foundation Support

Anna & John J. Sie 
Foundation

Barton Family Foundation
BuildStrong Foundation
Carson Foundation
Children’s Hospital of 

Colorado Foundation
Connie Burwell White and 

William White Foundation
Constellation Philanthropy
Daniels Fund
Delta Dental of Colorado 

Foundation
Denver Zoological 

Foundation
The Gateway Fund II of  

The Denver Foundation
Ilse Nathan Foundation
James AC and  

Maureen Kennedy 
Charitable Giving

Klau Family Foundation 
Fund

Laff Foundation
LibertyGives Foundation
Mile High United Way
PNC Bank Foundation
Rose Community 

Foundation
Temple Hoyne Buell 

Foundation
The Colorado Health 

Foundation
The Colorado Trust
The Denver Foundation
The LARRK Foundation
Virginia Rockwell 

Foundation
Women’s Foundation of 

Colorado

Corporate and 
Organization Support

Cherry Creek Insurance
Colorado Children’s 

Campaign
Denver Metro Chamber of 

Commerce
Denver Health
Denver Housing Authority
Denver Preschool Program
Denver Public Schools
Faegre Drinker Biddle & 

Reath LLP 
Hope Center
Johns Manville
Rude Park Board of 

Directors/Lion’s Club  
of Denver

McGregor’s Garden
Mental Health Center of 

Denver
MidWestOne Bank
NAI Shames Makovsky
Plante Moran
PNC Bank
Sage Hospitality
School Readiness Consulting
Syntrinsic Investment 

Counsel
Teach for America Colorado
Transform Wealth
University of  

Colorado Denver
Xcel Energy

Individual Contributions

$5,001 and above
Laura Barton and  

William Matthews
Alix and John Corboy
Deane Family Fund
Dennis and LuAnn Dahl
Rob and Sharon Link
James Turner and  

 Martha Solis-Turner
David and  

Debbie Younggren

$1,001 to $5,000
Cynthia and John Abramson
Kristine Adams
John and Barb Astuno
Bob and Martha Barnes
Cody and Seth Belzley
Elaine and Steve Berman
Buck and Janelle Blessing
Linda Campbell
Robert Campbell
Steve Dayney
Martha Devine
Josiah and Vivian Dodds
Rachele Espiritu and Alex Vo
Mary Dalton Fowler
Katherine Gold
Grogan Family Fund
Steven and  

Kathryn Heckman
Lane Harlow and  

Will Paterson
Pamela Harris and  

Brad Clemmons
Bruce and Heidi Hoyt
Mike Johnson and  

Carol Friesen
Anna Jo Haynes
Joy Johnson
Jim Kelley and Amie Knox
Karen Kennedy
Taylor Kirkpatrick
David and Judy Koff 
Meredith and Bob Kuehler
Rebecca and Mac Macsovits
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Stefan and Shirley Otto
Adele and Gerry Phelan
Kate Kennedy Reinemund
Chris Richardson
Kathryn and Tim Ryan
Timothy Slattery
Astrid Spies and  

Sean Fontaine
Melanie Ulle 
Rob Gary and Chris Watney
Lise Woodard and  

John Reilly 

$501 to $1,000
Devvy Altman and  

Robert Maulitz
Linda Campbell
Tom and Jane Clemmons
Paul Curtis Daw
Debee Davis
Cory Dahl
Suzanne Fanch
Caleb and Sydney Gates
Laura Giocomo Rizzo
Lynea Hansen
Dale and Toni Harris
Jean Hediger
Kelly Hynes
David Kubik
Rod and Wendy Martinez
Harriet Moyer Aptekar
Alan and Lynda Nansel
Karen Newman
Daniel Vagasky
Andrew Woglom

$250 to $500
Jill Airington Grooms
Jennifer and Kevin Allen
Allen Balczarek
Joan Brennan
Martha Caschette
Catherine Cole
Minou Cramer
Erica Day
Robert Duch
Carleigh Elkus
Karen Enboden
Cynthia Evans
Jessica Fields
Dorit Fischer
David and Helen Giocomo
Mina and Tamir Goldstein
Happy Haynes
Rollie Heath
Gloria and Richard Higgins
Hayden Hirschfeld
Randy Larson
Nancie Linville
Leonard McCain
Emma McCarthy
Michael McManus
Jill and Patrick McNellis
Lisa Meacham
Paul Melinkovich
Greg Movesian
Sarah Rockwell
Crissie Snow
Susan Steele
Rod Wicklund

Up to $250
Jamie Amar Singh
Rebecca Arno
Elizabeth and John Badger
Emerson Bails
Gabriella Bauduy-Salinas
Kendra Black
Daniela Borja
Treasa Burke
Susan Burks
Cheryl Caldwell
Christine Chopyak and  

John Herge
Tandy Dilworth
Lynn Dolven
Robin Finegan
Erin Flores
Bill and Beverly Frank
Gertrude Grant
Geraldine Grimes
Pamela Hanes
Nathan Harlan
Mary Haynes
Janet Humphryes
Erin Ivaska
Sharon Jarman
William Jaeger
Lara Jakubowski
Cynthia Kahn
Judy Kaufman
Sharon Langendoerfer
Laure and Scott Levin
Loretta Lohman
Terrence Lohman
Virginia Maloney
Rosemary and  

Cleophus Marshall
Nicole May
Catherine McCarty
Emily Mootz
James and Joyce Murphy
Sonja O’Leary
Robert Palaich
Heather Perkins
Anne Poe
Cheryl Precious
Diana Romero Campbell
Jean Shelton
Kimberlee Sia
Alana Smart
Stephen Vogler
Jane Walsh

In-Kind Contributors

Amp the Cause
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
Marjorie Baumert
BBBBEK Book Club
Cody Belzley
Cooper Belzley
Liza Belzley
Boulder Montessori School
Brad Clemmons Design
Brown Brothers Harriman
Child Rescue Foundation
Chipotle
City of Denver
Clothes to Kids of Denver
Colorado Children’s 

Campaign
Dahl, Fischer, & Wilks, LLC
Denver Bar Association 

Young Lawyers Division
Denver Great Kids Head 

Start
Denver Metro Leadership 

Foundation
Denver Preschool Program
Kristin Dieterich
Fast Enterprises
Gr8 Work Services
Mary Fowler
Girl Scouts of Colorado
Lisa Grant
Alison Greenberg
Hampden Press
Teresa Hill-Putnam
Johns Manville
Lydia Hansen
Pamela Harris and Brad 

Clemmons
Home Depot
Illuminated Rock, LLC
Walter and Christie Isenberg
Bill Jaeger
KinderMorgan
LibertyGives Foundation

8

COMMUNITY REPORT 2019-2020



Lion’s Club of Denver
Meera Mani
McGregor’s Garden, Inc.
Montview Boulevard 

Presbyterian Church
Mortenson Construction
PCL Construction 

Enterprises, Inc.
PNC Bank
Catherine Rodriguez
Rude Park Board of 

Directors/Lions Club of 
Denver

Sage Hospitality
James Sikes
Lindsey Sittko
Ted Woodrow
Andrew Woglom
Xcel Energy
Yorkshire Equity

Volunteers

Community Volunteers

Bewketu Addis
Marjorie Baumert
Grandpa Joe Dodds
Stephanie Dolores
Sara Hackbarth
Bob Hughes
DeAlanya Jackson
Grace Lilje
Shavonne Morales-Garcia
Sophia Opferman
Janelle Romero
Dana Risedorf
Blanca Sarellano
Caryl Shipley

Stone Soup Breakfast 
Planning Committee

Cindy Abramson
Kristy Adams
Susan Burks
Anna Jo Haynes
Rachele Espiritu

Lion’s Club Of  
Denver/Rude Park 
Board 

Bill Henderson
Denny Holmes
Christian Houdelette
Dottie Lynn
Russ Lynn
Roy Martinez
Len McCain
Patrick Samuels
Tish Taylor
Rod Wicklund
Mark Williamson

PNC Bank

Ben Gentile
Mikaela Gibson
Haley Maduff  
Andrew Peterson
Erica Ruge
Ellen Sandberg
Jeff Turner
Sara Wright

Xcel Energy  
Day of Service

Mark Almer
Leslie Beard
Paul Beard, Jr.
John Boettcher
Toni Boettcher
Phil Canjar
Kathy Fay
Ernesto Flores
Sam Hancock
Scott Lucas
Becky McCall
Dawn Moffit
Nicholas Onyszczak
Chanin Paul
Carla Scarsella
Darin Schottler
Mackynzie Utter
Caylie Utter
Daniel Venegas

Regis Jesuit  
High School

John Callahan
William Cassidy
Sydney Cross-Watts
Mitchell Espino
Jack Harpole
Michael Hills
Jaden Holloway
Ava Laden
Chloe Martinet
Charlie Quinn
Hale Ringelman
Maxwell Rozmiarck
Hayden Schwartz
Peter Seby
Ethan Sevier-Barros
Delaney Stephen
Jacob Storch
Matthew Van Dusen
Daniel Worku
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LEADERSHIP 2019-2020

Board of Directors

Chair
Cynthia Abramson, Executive Director Emeritus, Denver 

Scholarship Foundation
Vice Chair Emeritus
Dennis A. Dahl, Human Resources Consultants of 

Colorado
Vice Chair Finance
Andrew Woglom, Yorkshire Equity
Vice Chair Development
Laura Giocomo Rizzo, Denver Metro Chamber of 

Commerce
Vice Chair Programs
Bill Jaeger, Colorado Children’s Campaign
Secretary
Susan Burks, BurksComm
 
Members at Large 
Kristy Adams, Community Advocate
Jill Airington-Grooms, TransMontaigne Partners LP
Treasa Burke, Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Alix Corboy, Community Advocate
Deborah Davis, Community Advocate
Rachele Espiritu, PhD, Change Matrix
Lynea Hansen, Hansen Communications
Kate Kennedy Reinemund, Constellation Philanthropy
Gregory Movesian, Upway Consulting LLC
Sonja O’Leary, M.D., Denver Health

Community Leadership Board

Founding Co-Chairs
Walter Isenberg, Sage Hospitality Resources
Sarah Rockwell, Esq., Kaplan, Kirsch and Rockwell LLP 

Members
Devvy Altman, Kentwood City Properties
Steve Bachar, Esq., Moye White, LLP
Bob Barnes, Arthur J. Gallagher Risk Management 

Services, Inc.
Hon. Susan Barnes Gelt, The Denver Post
Laura P. Barton, Philanthropist
Cody Belzley, Common Good Consulting
Dr. Stephen Berman, The Children’s Hospital
Punum Bhatia, Montessori Centre International Denver
Hon. Carol Boigon, Former Denver City Councilwoman
Emily Boyle, B.E. Media

Claudia Brett Goldin, Esq., Colorado  
Attorney General’s Office

Molly Broeren, Molly’s of Denver
Rita Burgess, AIA
Anne Bye Rowe, RP Publishing
Linda Campbell, Philanthropist
Heather Carson Perkins, Esq., Faegre Baker Daniels
Steven Dayney, REpower USA
Marlene DeLaRosa, U.S. Department of Justice
Martha Devine, DCG, P.C.
Paulette Fara, Private Pure Pilates
Hon. Elaine Gantz Berman, former member,  

State Board of Education
Rebecca and Ken Gart, Gart Properties 
Sen. Lucia Guzman, Colorado State Senate
Dale Harris, Esq., Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP
Chris Henderson, U.S. Department of the Interior
Bruce Hoyt, Consultant
Angela Hutton-Howard, Esq., Vaden Law Firm, LLC 
Michael Johnson, Esq.
Cyndi Kahn, Esq., Founder, Summer Scholars 
Maureen Kelly Barker, Citywide Banks 
David Koff, InterMedia Advisors
Hon. Peggy Lehmann, Community Advocate
Patricia Lepiani, idea Marketing
Scott Levin, Esq., Anti Defamation League,  

Mountain States
Hon. Doug Linkhart, National Civic League
Monique Lovato, Mi Casa Resource Center 
Dean Martinez, Metrowest Real Estate Services
Hon. Carole McCotter, Former Board Member,  

Denver Public Schools
Jim McCotter, Community Advocate
Jill McNellis, CenturyLink Communications
Patrick McNellis, Federal Reserve Bank of KC
Dr. Paul Melinkovich, Community Advocate 
Hon. Kristen Mix, U.S. Magistrate Judge
Hon. Judy Montero, Community Advocate 
Zachary Neumeyer, Sage Hospitality Resources 
Adele Phelan, President Emeritus,  

The Clayton Foundation 
Dr. Dean Prina, Partners in Pediatrics
Megan Rogers, TD Ameritrade 
Katrin Rothgery, Esq., Office of Attorney Regulation
Lisa Roy, Buffet Early Childhood Institute
Julia Smissen, Augustine Institute
Martha Solis-Turner, Community Advocate
George Sparks, Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Helen Thorpe, Author
Tarik Walker, University of Colorado Denver
Harris White, Virgin Hotels
Rod Wicklund, Lions Club of Denver



Administration

Pamela Harris, PhD,
President & CEO

Sonia Bauduy, MSW, MEd, 
Chief Administrative Offi cer

Kathy Baker, MEd,
Director of Center Operations

Erin Burge, MEd,
Director of Center Operations

Jeff Groton, 
Director of Finance

Stacia Harris-Shorts, MNM,
Early Head Start/Child Care Partnerships Director

Anna Jo Haynes, 
President Emeritus

Mikayla Martinez,
MA, Chief Learning Offi cer

Lolita Ray, MA,
Senior Director of Head Start



Mile High Early Learning
616 Speer
Denver, CO 80203
P: 303.861.2602
F: 303.861.2604

info@milehighearlylearning.org

facebook.com/MHEarlyLearning

 instagram.com/milehighearlylearning

 linkedin.com/company/mile-high-earlylearning

 twitter.com/mhearlylearning
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