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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS

With your help and support, Mile High Early Learning is helping Denver’s most vulnerable children
reach their potential and thrive. To achieve this goal, we engage families as champions and advocates
for their children, and we provide training that promotes the well-being of our highly effective teacher
workforce. We are proud to share three achievements from 2018 that support this work:

* Retaining Teachers & Informing the Field. The Colorado Early Childhood Workforce Survey 2017
examined factors that predict teacher turnover, retention, and well-being and found that the single
factor associated with turnover was wages. Teachers reported high rates of burnout and intended
to leave their jobs because they felt overwhelmed by children’s challenging behaviors and by the
high volume of paperwork stemming from multiple monitoring and reporting requirements. To
address these issues, MHEL launched a Workforce Enhancement Initiative focused on impacting
the working conditions and well-being of its workforce. We are delivering a set of interventions
with teachers at MHEL (starting with a significant increase in teacher salaries implemented in 2018)
and will test the effectiveness of these interventions at improving teacher retention and well-being.
Our work will inform the state and national policy conversation about early childhood education
while increasing early childhood teaching effectiveness, job satisfaction, and children’s social-
emotional development right here at MHEL.

* Developing a sustainability plan for supporting Family, Friend and Neighbor (FFN) Caregivers.
Babies Ready for College (BRFC) is our signature program for FFN and provides caregivers of
young children with vital information about how children’s brains grow and ways to facilitate
that growth so that their children will succeed in school. Because the number of children in
informal care settings is significantly greater than those enrolled in formal settings, we believe it
is important to reach caregivers through BRFC to fulfill our mission. Our research shows that after
participating in BRFC, parents and caregivers feel more confident and less stressed, as well as a
significant return on investment.

* Ensuring that our teachers are maximizing their skills, knowledge, and practices. MHEL uses the
Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) to measure the quality of instruction by focusing
on teacher interactions with children. CLASS observations were completed in the fall and spring
with teachers demonstrating growth in each domain. As an example, our teachers’ scores in the
domain of Emotional Support were 20% greater than the national average. Our toddler teachers
scored a 3.7 in Engaged Learning compared to a 2.6 national average, and a 6.0 in Emotional
Support compared to a 4.8 national average.

We look forward to building upon these achievements and to continuing our work in partnership
with you to help our children succeed in school.
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Cody Belzley Pamela K. Harris, PhD

Board Chair President & CEO
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PROGRAM PROFILE 2017-2018

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVED

Children Served

26% of children in Denver eligible for Head
Start/Early Head Start were served

100% —average monthly enrollment of Head
Start/Early Head Start children

661 infants, toddlers, and preschoolers
in seven core early learning centers

Family Income

94% of families were living at or below
the federal poverty level ($24,300 for a family
of four)

60% of the families were one-parent households

85% of children’s parents/guardians were
working or going to school

Ethnicity

52% Hispanic

26% African American
12%
7%
2%
1% Native American

European American
Multi-racial
Asian American/ Pacific Islander/Hawaiian

Babies Ready for College

778 Family, Friend and Neighbor caregivers,
parents and children participated in Babies
Ready for College, Babies Ready for College:
Next Step, Play and Learn Groups, and/or Short
& Sweet Book Clubs

Drop-In Centers

MHEL Centers serving clients doing business
with the Denver Courts and Department of
Human Services had a combined total of
5,875 child visits.

Mile High Early Learning operates seven
early learning centers, two drop-in centers,
and community education programs, all
located in Denver.

EARLY LEARNING CENTERS

Anna Jo Garcia Haynes, 2851 Tremont Place

H Lowry Montessori, 957 Ulster Way

Northeast, 3503 Marion Street

8 Rude Park, 1275 Decatur Street

Sun Valley, 990 Alcott Way

3 Westwood, 980 S. Lowell Blvd.

SWIC, 1000 S. Lowell Blvd.

DROP-IN LOCATIONS

[8 Denver Warm Welcome Court Child Care
Drop-in Center, 520 W. Colfax Ave.

19 Good Beginnings Drop-in Center,
1200 Federal Blvd.
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PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

2017-2018

Child Outcomes

* 84% of students achieved their school
readiness objectives by the end of the year

* Only 71% of children started with the skills
they needed to be successful in school

* 100% of children received early intervention
learning screenings; and 72 children were
identified as having special needs and
received services through an Individualized
Education Plan or Individualized Family
Service Plan

* 100% of children had a medical home
and health insurance and were current on
immunizations and physicals

* 90% of children had continuous, accessible
dental care; 82% received preventive care

Family Outcomes

* 95% of families found the program helpful
to their children

* 80% of families participated in parenting
education programs

* 14% of parents received health education

* 10% of families participated in
GED/ESL/Job Training

More than 300 parents volunteered at
MHEL, and parents read to their children
for a total of 8,016 hours.

* 99% of parents felt welcomed at school

* 99% of parents found the resources provided
to families to be supportive

* 98% of families think that monthly parent
meetings are helpful and meaningful

Workforce Development

Staff education achievements:

* 2teachers with MA degrees

* 31 teachers with BA/BS degrees

* 15 teachers with AA degrees

* 7 staff are Montessori certified

* 4 staff received their Child Development
Associate credential

e 13 staff completed 45 hours of training on the
Pyramid Plus model that supports children’s
social/emotional development

* The 8th Annual weeklong Mile High Early
Learning Professional Development
Institute gave staff the opportunity to engage
in collaborative discussions and to attend a
wide variety of professional skills workshops

e Staff contributing to a 401K increased to 95%,
with MHEL providing a matching contribution

Program Outcomes

All early learning centers are rated a level 4

on Colorado Shines, the Quality Rating and
Improvement System, in recognition of the high
quality of programming provided. MHEL uses
the Classroom Assessment Scoring System
(CLASS) to measure the quality of teacher
interactions with children. The quality of teacher/
child interactions showed growth in all domains:
Emotional Support, Classroom Organization,
and Instructional Support.

Mile High Early Learning completed the full cycle
of monitoring events under the Office of Head
Start’s aligned monitoring system for the current
project period for Head Start and Early Head
Start, and was found to be fully compliant in all
areas and all events of the monitoring cycle.
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FINANCIAL PROFILE
FY 2017-2018

MHEL REVENUE
$10,533,241
2-3% ¢ Mile High United Way 1% level < ECARE
level $350,000 $158,010
© Program Service Fees * Misc.
$329,661 $127,523
* Federal Food Program ° Events
$302,254 S — $125,139
* Mill Levy * Denver Public Schools/SWIC
$291,975 $115,200
® Investments/Other * Contributions (Donations)
$269,895 $87,464
* Court Child Care * Tony Grampsas Youth Services
$227,677 $30,000
* Depts of
Human Service ° Head Start
$206,984 $1,778,992
17%

° Early Head Start

5-6% © ECE Fees ?115,0;177,390
level $649,611 A
o In-kind * Denver Dept. of
Human Services
$631,878 $1,469,984
* CO Preschool Program 14%
$525,555 » Foundations & Grants
e Denver Preschool Program $738,003
$474,398 7%
MHEL EXPENSES © Fundraising
$10,002,680 $177,104
2%
° Management/General
$1,752,096
17%

NOTE: Mile High Early Learning's
2017-18 financial audit received
an unmodified clean opinion,
noting no material weaknesses,
non-compliance, or findings.
2017-2018 budget available upon
request.

* Program Services
$8,073,480
81%
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2017-2018 DONORS & VOLUNTEERS

We gratefully acknowledge
the following companies,
civic groups, foundations and
individuals for giving their
resources so generously.

DONORS

Anna & John J. Sie
Foundation

Carson Foundation

Connie Burwell White and
William White Foundation

Constellation Philanthropy

Daniels Fund

Denver Public Schools

llse Nathan Foundation

James Patrick Griffith
Foundation

Laff Foundation

Mile High United Way

Qualistar Colorado

Rose Community
Foundation

Rude Park Board of
Directors/Lion’s Club
of Denver

Temple Hoyne Buell
Foundation

The Anschutz Foundation

The Colorado Trust

The Denver Foundation

The Gateway Fund

The Piton Foundation

Carnick and Kubik Group

Cherry Creek Insurance

Colorado Child Care
Substitutes

Colorado Children’s
Campaign

Colorado State Bank
and Trust

Denver Metro Chamber
of Commerce

Denver Public Schools

EKS&H

Hogan Lovells

Johns Manville

JP Morgan

Kall Properties

McGregor's Garden

Mental Health Center
of Denver
Mission Wealth
Management
NAI Shames Makovsky
Sage Hospitality
School Readiness Consulting
Syntrinsic Investment
Council
University Colorado Denver
Xcel Energy

$5,001 and above
Barton Family Foundation
Cody and Seth Belzley
Robert Campbell
Alix and John Corboy
Dennis and LuAnn Dahl
James Turner and
Martha Solis-Turner
Lise Woodard and John
Reilly

$1,001 to $5,000
Cynthia and John Abramson
Kristine Adams
Devvy Altman and
Robert Maulitz
Bob and Martha Barnes
Linda Campbell
Deane Family Fund
Mary Fowler
John Hanley
Pamela Harris and
Brad Clemmons
Anna Jo Haynes
Hayden Hirschfeld
Joy Johnson
Katherine Kennedy
Reinemund and
Jim Kennedy
David and Judy Koff
Family Fund
Meredith Kuehler
Rob and Sharon Link
Maggie and Mitch Morrissey
Adele and Gerry Phelan
Kathryn and Tim Ryan
Timothy Slattery
Melanie Ulle
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Chris Watney and
Robert Gary
Andrew and Jamie Woglom
David and Debbie
Younggren

$501 to $1,000

Lisa Busse

Martha Caschette

Thomas and Jane Clemmons

Cory Dahl

Deborah Davis

Steve and Shere Dayney

Martha Devine

Dale Harris

Bruce and Heidi Hoyt

Mike Johnson and
Carol Friesen

Rod Martinez

Paul and Barbara
Melinkovich

Zachary Neumeyer

Stefan and Shirley Otto

Gail Reinemund

Sierra Russell

Tom Thode

Shanta Zimmer

$250 to $500

Kevin and Jennifer Allen
Barbara Astuno

Joan Brennan

Brooke Brown

Leslie and Lucas Budman
Doris Burd

Susan Burks

Bob and Nancy Campbell
Margaret Campion
Catherine Cole

Minou Cramer

Sue Damour

Paul and Carol Daw

Lynn Dolven

Barry and Dana Dorfman
Don Elliott

Karen Enboden

Cynthia and Doug Evans
David and Helen Giocomo
Mina and Tamir Goldstein
Geraldine Grimes

Lynea Hansen

Kathryn Harris
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Stephanie Itelman
Sharon Jarman
Carolyn Keene and
Elizabeth Cooleson
Cynthia Khan
David Kubik
Jennifer Landrum
Randy Larson
Linda and Steven Law
Loretta Lohman
Candace and Kenneth Lyon
Evan and Evi Makovsky
Dave and Ginger Maloney
Carole and Jim McCotter
Patrick and Jill McNellis
Lisa Montagu
Gregory Movesian
Harriet Moyer
Alan Nansel
Susan Neff
Stacy Neir
Karen Newman and
David Christerson
Sonja O’Leary
Mary Penny
Cindy Riddle
Laura Giocomo Rizzo
Sarah Rockwell
Anne and Frank Rowe
Thomas Snyder and
Lisa Scalpone
Astrid Spies and
Sean Fontaine
Russell Taylor
Lisa Tyler
Elbra Wedgeworth
Justin Wenzelman

Up to $250

Akasha Absher

Karen Ashby and
Mitchell Baker

Bruce and Jane Atchison

Emerson Bails

Tim and Janice Barigian

Letty Bass

Vicki Bogenberger

Robert and Emily Boyle

Charlotte Brantley

Claire Brockbank

Erin and Mark Brown

Treasa Burke

Emily Bustos-Mootz

Cheryl Caldwell

Kelly Causey

Christine Chopyak and
John Herge

Geraldine Cohen

Frances Coleman

Kevin DeAutremont

Brad and Nancy Dempsey

Kathy Dewald

Tandy Dilworth

Katie Dupio

Alicia Economos

Carleigh Elkus

Rick Epstein

Joaquin Escobar

Rachelle Espiritu

Cole and Robin Finegan

Dorit Fischer

Wendell Fleming

Erin Flores

Bill and Beverly Frank

Rebecca Freyre

Daniel Friesen

Sidney and Caleb Gates

Matt Genova

Cristina Gillanders

Alex Gordon

Gertrude Grant

Jeanne Granville

Pamela Hanes

JodiHardin

Sara Harvey

Happy Haynes

Khadija Haynes

Howard and Martha Hein

Johanna Hernandez

Kristina Heyl

Stacey and Matt Hicks

Elsa Holguin

Courtney Huffman

Erin Ivaska-Lloyd

Bill Jaeger

Jennifer Jones

Tasha Jones

Judy Kaufman

Sharlene Keithley

Justin Kellam

Maureen Kellett

Laura and Thomas Kelly

Chermetra Keys
Michael and Mira Killmeyer
Denise and Thomas King
Sharon Langendoerfer
Laure and Scott Levin
Cameron Lindsay
Nancie Linville-Engler
Patti and Terry Lohman
Monique Lovato
Patricia Loewi
Gilbert Lynn
Janae Magee
Margaretha Maloney and
Robert Palaich
Ann Marie
Rosemary Marshall
Natalie Martinez
Donna and Peter Mathias
Elizabeth McCann
Catherine McCarty
Cathryn McCloskey
Matt McConville
Jane Medley
Merle Chambers Fund
Melanie Meyer
Christopher Miller
Melissa Moravec
Lindsey Morgan
James and Joyce Murphy
Scott Murphy and
Therese Chavez
Solomon Muwanga
Rochelle Nadeau
Steven and Rebecca Neely
Kathleen Newman
Shannon Nicholas
Leslie Oliver
Stuart Pack
Lindsey Padrino
Mary Park and
Douglas Hsiao
Katie Payer
Karin and Thomas Payne
Jose Paz
Heather Perkins
Sue Peters
Cynthia Peterson
Reilly Pharo Carter
Anne Poe
Samuel Posnick
Cheryl and Brian Precious

Robert and Myra Rich

Julia Richman

Nicole and Joshua Riehl

Julie and Reed Robins

Rosemary Rodriguez

Alfred and Marion Rogers

Lisa Roy

Lori Ryan

Patrick Sablich

Jose and Carolina
Sanchez-Hernandez

Ashley Sanders

Diana Schaack

Alan and Gail Seay

Orin Shakerdge

Lloyd and Jean Shelton

Kimberlee Sia

Daniel and Parry Slattery

Annie Slothower

Alana Smart

Mary Anne Snyder

Eric Sondermann and
Tracy Dunning

Jennifer and Curt Stedron

Victoria Sterling

Mark Takeshita

Gloria Tanner

Charles Tapp

Valencia Tate

Shawn Taylor

Melissa Theesen

Laurie Troge

Stephen Vogler

Tarik Walker

Bill and Jane Walsh

Kenneth Well

David Whelan

Suzanne White

Kathleen Wienecke

Sophie Wierzba

Kendra Wilhlem

Lorena and Marc Zimmer

Amp the Cause

Arthur J. Gallager & Co.
Marjorie Baumert
BBBBEK Book Club
Cody Belzley

Cooper Belzley

Liza Belzley



Boulder Montessori School

Brad Clemmons Design

Brown Brothers Harriman

Child Rescue Foundation

Chipotle

City of Denver

Clothes to Kids of Denver

Colorado Children’s
Campaign

Dahl, Fischer, & Wilks, LLC

Denver Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division

Denver Great Kids Head
Start

Denver Metro Leadership
Foundation

Denver Preschool Program

Fast Enterprises

Mary Fowler

Girl Scouts of Colorado

Alison Greenberg

Hampden Press

Johns Manwville

Lydia Hansen

Pamela Harris and
Brad Clemmons

Home Depot

lluminated Rock, LLC

Walter and Christie Isenberg

Izzio Artisan Bakery

KinderMorgan

Lion's Club of Denver

Meera Mani

McGregor's Garden, Inc.

Montview Boulevard
Presbyterian Church

Mortenson Construction

Austin and Rochelle Nadeau

PCL Construction
Enterprises, Inc.

Catherine Rodriguez

Rude Park Board of Directors

Sage Hospitality

Lindsey Sittko

Westernaires

Ted Woodrow

Andrew Woglom

Xcel Energy

Yorkshire Equity

VOLUNTEERS

Marjorie Baumert
Grandpa Joe Dodds
Stephanie Dolores

Sara Hackbarth

Bob Hughes

DeAlanya Jackson
Shavonne Morales-Garcia
Dana Risedorf

Caryl Shipley

Cindy Abramson, Co-Chair
Alix Corboy, Co-Chair
Laura Barton

Cody Belzley

Mary Fowler

Anna Jo Haynes

Kate Kennedy Reinemund
Laura Giocomo Rizzo

Lisa Roy

Bill Henderson
Denny Holmes
Christian Houdelette
Dottie Lynn
Russ Lynn

Roy Martinez
Len McCain
Patrick Samuels
Tish Taylor

Rod Wicklund
Mark Williamson

Dan Hahn

Deodat Iradukenda
Quinton Johnson
Philip Joseph

E. Klag

Kodiak Koessel
Michelle Leon
Lana Lessard
Stephan Luebbers
Joshua Madlambayan
Christian Manzo
Sydney Mares
Martin Maung
Aaron Menke
Noah Morton
Carlos Muratalla
Austin Nadeau
Selene Nogueda
Riley O'Brian
Melanie Orta
Nicolle Palomino
Esteban Sierra
Cameron Stornetta
Karen Zimmerman
Zach Zuberbueh

Christina Dunn
Barb Estrada
Debbie Estrada
Lazette Estrada
Lou Estrada

Louie Estrada
Madison Estrada
Jacob Garcia
Gloria Maldonado
Tom Maldonado
Lynda L. Medina Moinzad

Mark Almer
Leslie Beard
Paul Beard, Jr.
John Boettcher
Toni Boettcher
Phil Canjar
Kathy Fay
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Ernesto Flores
Sam Hancock
Scott Lucas
Becky McCall
Dawn Moffit
Chanin Paul
Carla Scarsella
Darin Schottler
Mackynzie Utter
Caylie Utter

Will Cassidy
Charlie Quinn
Max Roz
Peter Selby
Ethan Sevier
Daniel Workin

Erik Henry

Sophia Lane-Wierzba
Jimmy Stephens

Ben Tredway

Adam Vogel

Earl Webster

Nicole Yelinkski
Becca Zollweg

Paul Collier
Britany Crown
Nadia Garas
Annette Ortiz
Andrew Rowan
Ellen Stern
Ryan Wells
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LEADERSHIP 2017-2018

Chair

Cody Belzley, Common Good Consulting

Vice Chair Emeritus

Dennis A. Dahl, Human Resources
Consultants of Colorado

Vice Chair Finance

Deborah Davis, Community Advocate

Vice Chair Development

Cynthia Abramson, Executive Director Emeritus,
Denver Scholarship Foundation

Vice Chair Programs

Sierra Russell, Esq., Hogan Lovells

Secretary

Susan Burks, BurksComm

Members at Large
Laura Giocomo Rizzo,

Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce
Lynea Hansen, Strategies 360
Bill Jaeger, Colorado Children’s Campaign
Michael Johnson, Esq., Kutak Rock LLP
Sonja O'Leary, M.D., Denver Health
Tony Pickett, Urban Land Conservancy
Kate Kennedy Reinemund, Constellation Philanthropy
Lisa Roy Ed.D., Denver Public Schools
Julia Smissen, Augustine Institute
Andrew Woglom, Yorkshire Equity

Founding Co-Chairs
Walter Isenberg, Sage Hospitality Resources
Sarah Rockwell, Esq., Kaplan, Kirsch and Rockwell LLP
Members
Devvy Altman, Kentwood City Properties
Steve Bachar, Esq., Moye White, LLP
Bob Barnes, Arthur J. Gallagher
Risk Management Services, Inc.
Hon. Susan Barnes Gelt, The Denver Post
Laura P. Barton, Philanthropist
Dr. Stephen Berman, The Children’s Hospital
Punum Bhatia, Montessori Centre International Denver
Hon. Carol Boigon, Former Denver City Councilwoman
Emily Boyle, B.E. Media
Claudia Brett Goldin, Esq.,
Colorado Attorney General’s Office
Molly Broeren, Molly’s of Denver
Rita Burgess, AIA
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Anne Rowe, RP Publishing
Linda Campbell, Philanthropist
Heather Carson Perkins, Esq., Faegre Baker Daniels
Steven Dayney, REpower USA
Marlene DelaRosa, U.S. Department of Justice
Martha Devine, DCG, P.C.
Paulette Fara, Private Pure Pilates
Hon. Elaine Gantz Berman, former member,
State Board of Education
Rebecca and Ken Gart, Gart Properties
Sen. Lucia Guzman, Colorado State Senate
Dale Harris, Esq., Davis Graham & Stubbs LLP
Chris Henderson, U.S. Department of the Interior
Bruce Hoyt, Gary Community Investments/
Piton Foundation
Angela Hutton-Howard, Esq., Vaden Law Firm, LLC
Gwinavere Johnston, JohnstonWells Public Relations
Cyndi Kahn, Esq., Founder, Summer Scholars
Maureen Kelly Barker, Citywide Banks
David Koff, InterMedia Advisors
Hon. Peggy Lehmann, Community Advocate
Patricia Lepiani, idea Marketing
Scott Levin, Esq., Anti Defamation League,
Mountain States
Hon. Doug Linkhart, National Civic League
Monique Lovato, National Energy &
Utility Affordability Coalition
Dean Martinez, Metrowest Real Estate Services
Hon. Carole McCotter, Former Board Member,
Denver Public Schools
Jim McCotter, Community Advocate
Jill McNellis, CenturyLink Communications
Patrick McNellis, Federal Reserve Bank of KC
Dr. Paul Melinkovich, Denver Health & Hospitals
Hon. Kristen Mix, U.S. Magistrate Judge
Hon. Judy Montero, Community Advocate
Zachary Neumeyer, Sage Hospitality Resources
Adele Phelan, President Emeritus,
The Clayton Foundation
Dr. Dean Prina, Partners in Pediatrics
Megan Rogers, TD Ameritrade
Katrin Rothgery, Esq., Office of Attorney Regulation
Frank Schuchat, Esq., Schuchat International
Law Firm, LLC
Martha Solis-Turner, Community Advocate
George Sparks, Denver Museum of Nature & Science
Helen Thorpe, Author
Tarik Walker, University of Colorado Denver
Harris White, Sage Hospitality Resources
Rodney D. Wicklund, RPW Investments LLC



Pamela K. Harris, PhD,
President and CEO
Sonia Bauduy,
Chief Administrative
Officer
Lisa Grant,
Chief Program Officer
Jeff Groton,
Director of Finance
Stacia Harris-Shorts,
Early Head Start/Child
Care Partnerships
Director
Anna Jo Haynes,
President Emeritus
Lolita Ray,
Head Start Director
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Mile High Early Learning

1799 Pennsylvania Street, 4th Floor
Denver, CO 80203

P: 303.861.2602

F: 303.861.2604

info@milehighearlylearning.org

facebook.com/MHEarlyLearning

twitter.com/mhearlylearning




